Speeches - Launch of CRY Centre for Cardiac Pathology


Alison Cox:  Hello everybody and welcome to our evening and the launch of our CRY Centre for Cardiac Pathology. Thank you very much for all of your coming tonight, I know some of you have come from a long way and for some of you I know its only round the corner and quite a lot of you actually work in London, but thank you all very much for being here. It’s a really important event for CRY and a very unique launch.  As far as we’re aware, and according to Mary, where’s Mary?  Perhaps that’s Mary making the noise (laughter), there’s Mary…Mary and I have talked about it and as far as we’re aware its certainly obviously the first Cardiac Pathology Unit in the UK, and Mary thinks its possibly the first dedicated Sudden Cardiac Death Cardiac Pathology Unit in the whole world, so its really quite an important thing that we have started. We certainly hope that this is going to be the first of other Cardiac Pathology Units around the UK, but we’re very, very proud that CRY has lead the way.

This was an idea that developed over some time, my first link with Mary because our past Chair who was Professor Greg Whyte said to me that he’d started working with Mary and suggested I went along and had a chat, and that galvanised me into thinking what we could do and how we could work together, and what started as quite a small idea very quickly developed into something really huge, and that happened because it was all kicked into touch in a week in March 2006 when Simon got everybody together and in one week raised £200,000 for CRY. We were then presented with a very nice option of what should we most appropriately do with that money.  And what we then did was talked to Stephanie and Rupert Hunter as to how we could best pay tribute to Howard and Sebastian, which was the reason of course Simon was fundraising for us, and what most of you I'm sure will know is that Howard died aged 32 and his pathology was incorrect, he was misdiagnosed unfortunately and 10 years later his son, Sebastian, died who was by then 15. They both died playing Rugby, Simon was the coach to Howard’s team.  John Inverdale was one of the other players in the team and that’s why he has joined CRY as a patron, and raised this fantastic amount of money. 
So what we decided to do was link straight in with Mary and fund a percent of the cardiac pathology which would, we hope, set the standard for Centre of Excellence.  And what we then did, because the fundraising, that seemed to be only the beginning of the fundraising, the fundraising really started then and one of the things that I knew in talking to various coroners was the difficulty the coroners had, although they wanted to refer pathology onto an expert when they were a bit baffled as to what had happened, sudden cardiac death very often shows up the most extraordinary and unbelievable situation where the heart is what’s called morphologically perfect at death, in other words there doesn’t seem to be anything wrong with the heart, and really important then that referral goes onto an expert and the coroners cant always….they’re strapped for cash, they cant always afford that luxury of expertise. So we then said that we would fund that and Michael I know is going to talk to you a little bit about that in a moment.   So a very special thank you to Greg who has sent his apologies for not being here tonight, he’s doing another swim. He and David and James Cracknell are swimming across the Straits of Gibraltar as we speak, I gather, and I don’t know quite what we can say about that?  More or less what we said last time when he took David across the Channel and he missed our parliamentary reception, but that was another matter. So good luck to all of them but sorry they’re not here tonight.

I want to make a very special thank you to the Royal Brompton Hospital for allowing this unit to be there and for making it possibly and Bob Bell the Chief Executive, Bob I don’t know where you are…but he is here tonight and I very much welcome you and thank you for all you have done to support us.

