Andy Burnham


Thank you very much indeed Alison, good evening to all of you and thanks very much indeed for coming this evening. I know lots of people here will have travelled a long way to come to this event this evening, not least the young family from my constituency, but you really all of you are incredibly welcome and I hope you feel that you’re involved in something really important and special about today because I believe it is, and I’ll come on to explain why.  

I would love to say welcome to my house (laughter) but his reception comes from my old job when I was in the Treasury and when I was in my old job I said “can I borrow your house Darling?” (laughter) and it makes me sound like somebody from Little Britain doesn’t it (laughter) but I'm going to introduce David to you all in a minute, but Alistair very, very kindly agreed to let us hold this reception here this evening, and Maggie Darling was here a moment ago, so a tremendous thanks to them for making this evening possible.

Well why are we here? Well I think we are here to launch what I hope to be an important partnership between Cardiac Risk in the Young and the football world, the Football Foundation, the Football Association and the Professional Footballers Association principally to do so much more to help families of young footballers get access to advice, information and screening. Now, obviously that goes to the heart of my current job. I mean I’ll be upfront about it, I'm meant to love all sports, but I love football as you know (laughter ) I'm passionate about it, it’s the best sport in the world.  Thousands, millions of young people play it in this country. It is a brilliant force for bringing people together and also though for communicating positive messages to young people about their lives, so it goes right to the heart of my new job, not in the Treasury, more Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport.  
And I was just talking to John’s family, John Marshall’s family when I came in and they said “well weren’t you on Question Time?” and they then proceeded to remind me that my appearance on Question Time produced some remarks actually back on the Sebastian theme maybe, but I was dubbed after my appearance not as Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, but the Daily Mail called me ‘The Minister for Make Up’ (laughter).  I don’t know if anybody saw that?  And I thought rather than somebody else mentioning it I would get it out right at the (laughter) beginning and then ban all further mentions of it.  So that’s it, I don’t want anybody to mention, other than to say this, Number 11 has the nicest powder room of any building (laughter) in the whole of Westminster.

Now, I’ll just say a word about John Marshall’s, John’s dad there, and I think its important for me to say its great to welcome some people, fellow Scousers here this evening and I think, as Alison says, the work that you’ve done goes right to the very beginning of this event this evening, and as we were just discussing, John had the great sense to turn down professional terms with Liverpool and sign for Everton (laughter) and that was a great judgement I think.  But anyway, I think its important that you know that the work that you did to deal with the tragedy that you faced as a family had lead directly to us being in this room this evening. But that brings me onto my main focus which has been the work that I've done in parliament and that’s John and Craig and the young family who are here this evening have travelled to this event.

Daniel Young was a very talented young footballer from my area, from the Everton and [3.56 – Lea? ] area and it was just inexplicable when he died playing football, actually died on the pitch some years ago now, just over two years ago.  And I cannot tell you how the respect, the admiration, the just genuine real admiration I feel for Dionne principally in the way in which she’s campaigned to understand what happened to her family but then to make change and ensure that other families don’t have to go through the same experience that she and her family went through, and an absolute passion to turn a tragedy into something positive and it is a huge example to anybody I think who goes through something terrible who then tries to turn it to something positive, and this event principally really is , for me anyway, in memory of Daniel, and I genuinely hope that something lasting and positive can come out of it, so I thank everybody for coming this evening. 
The representatives of the Football Foundation and the FA, Alan from the FA too, Professional Footballers Association I think are represented.  Great to see a genuine giant of English football, or Irish football, Pat Jennings in the room with us this evening, and others too that are lending their weight in. Ann Keen, a fellow Minister from the Department of Health is here too, and the Department of Health have been working with us with this initiative since the beginning. I think its so important that we’ve got that backing to us, we begin to develop our proposals. Because it’s a journey, I think Ann would agree, we’re not saying we’ve got it cracked and we know exactly what the answers are.  I think we do say we’re on a journey with this, working with Alison and her colleagues constantly trying to understand and make things better ever step of the way.  So maybe you’ll hear more from me as the evening goes on, but what I'd like now to do is introduce the different speakers to you.  And the first is of course David, and Greg I think, who are going to come up and do something. But can I just say that David, every event I've been involved in in parliament that CRY has organised, David Walliams has been here, been at it, lending his support, his considerably profile and name to the work that CRY does and I think for people in the public eye to give so much time and so much energy and so much commitment to a cause like CRY it deserves real credit, real recognition, and I thank you David for everything that you’ve done to support this group.  But now if I could invite you and Greg up to do your thing?

