Dionne Young


Introduction (Andy Burnham)
Thank you for bearing with us, but it finally falls to me to introduce the last speaker to you this evening.  Obviously as MPs we get the glamour at times, we get to wear the makeup and all of that, but (laughter ) often what we do is just simply open the door to help other people who have got campaigns and things that they want to achieve to do that, and that’s all I really have done really for a very inspired and incredible individual who I'm proud to call one of my constituents.  She’s Dionne Young and she’s going to just say a few words to close this evening’s gathering.  So Dionne if you’d like to come forward?  It’s a great pleasure for me to welcome her here this evening, and she is the reason actually, I mean for all the work that everybody else does to support CRY, I wouldn’t be standing here, we wouldn’t be in this room if it were not for Dionne and the tireless work she has done since the death of her son Daniel. So Dionne will speak to us and then we’ll close the proceedings. Dionne’s family are coming forward too, so Dionne the stage is all yours (applause)
Dionne Young
Daniel started playing football at the age of four when he joined Bolton Wanderers Junior Whites. For the next 12 years of Daniel’s life Craig and I have stood in all weathers, all over Manchester, watching our son play football.  Also at school where he played for Wigan Schoolboys. He was at his peak of physical fitness.  We’d always encouraged Daniel not to be a couch potato, but on the 18th September 2005 our family life was ripped apart when after scoring a goal and walking back to the centre spot our son collapsed and died.  The weeks after Daniel’s death I searched the internet for answers.  That is when I found CRY.  I found that other youngsters too die playing sport.  Then I found that they had a mobile cardiac testing unit and at a cost of only £35 per person all the monies went back into the charity.  That is when Craig and I decided what we wanted to do with all the donations we had received with the help and support of CRY and Daniel’s football manager, we arranged for 35 of Daniel’s team mates to be tested.  
I know that all the six local football managers who came to see this event will be very pleased to learn about today and that you are endorsing the CRY Cardiac Testing Programme.  I have spoken to numerous parents who given the chance would gladly pay £35 to have their child tested. In December 2006 we met a special man during our cardiac testing session and that of course was you Andy.  That day you gave us your promise that you would tackle the issue of this problem in youngsters who play sport.  True to your word you have.  All the way though you have given us all your help and support.  You have made us feel like Daniel’s death was for nothing, because now only good can come from it, and I am proud to say you made that happen. For that Andy we would like to thank you, you have made a difference not only to our family but to many more as well.  
Alison, I would also like to thank you. The day I found CRY website changed my life. The help and support you give families in our circumstances is wonderful. You gave me the determination to fight for screening.  Through your website I found the information I needed which brought about our meeting with Andy, and none of this would have been possible and we would not of been here today.  Thank you to you and all your team. Sadly, currently no clubs have guidelines on this, so therefore parents are not given the option.  
I am really pleased to be here today, now that the FA and the Football Foundation are going to be endorsing the CRY Cardiac Testing Programme, and will help educate these clubs and managers from all levels. Having been given the chance we would have gladly agreed to have had Daniel tested, because after all, how do we really know how fit they are on the inside? We are here today hoping you offered to do this because Daniel was not just another youngster who died playing sport, he’s our son, and we feel for him this is something we have to fight for, because in this day and age this should not be happening. We also feel that this is something that should be available in schools, especially as most of these youngsters go on to play sport.  No other family should have to go through what we have, and through CRY and their Cardiac Testing Programme you are preventing further tragedies.

We should have been seeing Daniel grow up into a young man with all his life in front of him.  Instead we are only left with memories. As the Governing Body we would like you to take a stand and lead the way in this.  Over the years we have spent hundreds of pounds in football boots, but the best money we could have ever spent would have been £35 to save our son’s life. (applause).

Closing remarks (Andy Burnham)
Thanks very much Dionne, and we’re here obviously to remember Daniel but everybody else whose photograph is up there on the board, and I know for you too it will be difficult to hear some of the stories tonight, but let’s not finish on that note, because the reason why we’re here, the reason why you’ve made the effort to come here is because you care about this issue, and probably there’s something you can do when you go out of this great setting that we’re all in this evening, to support what Dionne has just said and to add your weight in your community or in your professional life, or whatever it is that you do to build on this campaign, and to take it further forward, and just by telling whatever you can do to make that difference then I ask you this evening to, on a positive note because that’s what Dionne and her family did, they turned it into a positive thing, to go out from here and campaign positively to take this message further forward. And let’s build this thing over time, because, I’ll say again, we see this as a process whereby we’ll work with the Department of Health so in the end, when we work it all the way though we’ll come to the best solution we can for the young people of this country particularly, and particularly those who play football and play sport. So it just falls to me Alison to thank you and the whole of the CRY team because there’s more than just you, there’s a whole team behind you who are working so hard on these issues. All of the other people, the well known names who have come this evening to lend their support, and my colleagues from the House and Kevin particularly.  But more than anything it just falls to me to thank you for giving the time to come here, and genuinely for what you are continuing to do to turn tragedy into a positive thing for the rest of this country. Thank you.  (applause )
