Speeches - Launch of CRY Centre for Cardiac Pathology


Alison Cox:  I'd like to introduce our first speaker, Professor Newman Taylor, is Professor Newman Taylor here?
Prof. Newman Taylor:  Yes he is (laughter)
Alison Cox:  Could you please come and just say a few words on behalf of Imperial?

Prof. Newman Taylor:  Thank you very much. I'm the Head of National Heart and Lung Institute which is part of the Faculty of Medicine of Imperial College and I'd like to take this opportunity to thank the charity for the great support and confidence which they have shown in the institution in investing in what is to become a beacon of expert pathology for young adults who die suddenly of unexplained cause.  Its estimated that some 8 adults under the age of 35 die each week for this reason and clearly its important that we should understand as best we can why that is and endeavour to prevent it in the future and I am sure that you have made an excellent choice in investing in Mary Sheppard who is one of the outstanding cardiac pathologists and who is a great expert in this field.  I'd also just like briefly to congratulate you on the extraordinary way in which you have galvanised funding for this important cause. I was saying to Mary a little while ago that it reminded me of the way the Brompton Hospital was founded. This was under the responsibility of a solicitor, Sir Phillip Rose whose clerk developed tuberculosis.  He was unable to find…this was in the middle of the 19th Century…he was unable to find a hospital that he felt confident could look after him so he set about raising the money in order to create the hospital in which patients with tuberculosis could be properly looked after. You have done a very similar thing and I congratulate you enormously on how much you have achieved in such a short time.
Alison Cox:  Thank you.  (applause) Thank you very much Professor Newman Taylor. 
