Interview:
Roberta Blackman-Woods MP


Introduction (Roger Gale MP):  Thank you Andy very much indeed. It's always great to have the support of the Secretary of State, and particularly and quite genuinely Andy was one of the first in the parliamentary groups, so we know it's real support not token support, thanks very much Andy, it's very good of you.  As Andy said we’ve got quite a few members of parliament, parliamentary colleagues here tonight. Some people will trickle in and trickle out, but thank you all for coming. There are getting on for 150 I think now members that are signed up to CRY in the House, which is a good start. We actually want 650, but we’ll get there in the end.  Anyway, thank you all of you that have taken your time to come. Vince Cable was – is Vince still here or has he had to go?  Vince Cable was one of the two sponsors for tonight, but he’s had to go off and do media things on the back of the debate that his party introduced earlier on this afternoon. Roberta Blackman-Woods is the official parliamentary sponsor of the evening.  Can you come and make yourself known?  Roberta, say a few words.
Roberta:  Okay, thank you very much indeed. I just want to say at the beginning it's a real pleasure to be here, but it's just amazing to see so many people. I'm just really pleased about that.

I want to just say a few words, particularly about CRY in the North East and CRY in the North East really starts with Jeff Moreland, and I want to pay a tribute to Jeff’s work this evening, and I think I'm right in saying that every single MP in the North East is signed up to the CRY campaign, and that’s very much down to the amazing work that Jeff undertakes in the region. He is really an inspiration and I just want to – I know he won’t want me to say that, but I do feel that I need to say it. And I was therefore really, really pleased earlier this year to be able to launch in the North East the postcard campaign to highlight the 12 deaths that take place each week, and I think it has been an amazingly successful campaign, and alongside that campaign, on the same day, we also launched in the North East the screening campaign, and we had in a Tesco car park a huge mobile unit.  And I've got a particular connection with that campaign because the person who donated that mobile unit is John Attwell whose one of my constituents. So thank you very much to John because that, as all of you know, is a very important aspect of the current work that CRY is undertaking.  So, I think it's great that we’re moving into this period and CRY is undertaking the preventative activities.  I hope the campaign’s really successful and thank you very much for asking me to come along this evening.  Thank you [Applause]

Roger:  Thanks very much, and thanks for being our official parliamentary sponsor for the evening.
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