Interview:
SSN

Alison Cox: So what I'm going to do now is, I'm going to shut up because it's time you all had another drink I know, and I'm going to ask you first of all, James if you would just say two minutes, and he’s not spoken in public before says his mum, in my ear, so please do remember this is the first time James has done this, and he’s just going to very briefly tell you what happened. I will say that as you come in I've put a photograph of James and Laura, Laura John, and both of you did the same thing five years apart, and that was we were privileged to be invited to toss the coin at Wimbledon and James did it this year and Laura did it five years ago, so they’ve both got rather a special place in tennis history.  And James is going to very briefly tell you why he was chosen and what happened to him.

James:  Just over a year ago I had a cardiac arrest when I was playing tennis and I was out for 11 minutes I think and they took me to Chase Farm and then followed on to Great Ormond Street and had a defibrillator and the lot and now I'm better really [Applause and Laughter].

Alison Cox:  His heart actually stopped for 11 minutes. He didn’t just pass out. James’ heart stopped completely for 11 minutes. Some people call him a miracle, and we all know he’s worth it, he’s a fabulous kid. His mum is here today as well. And his aspirations were to be a tennis player, he was one of the top juniors in the country and all of a sudden he had to have an about-turn and he came out of hospital with his ICD in and that was the end of his tennis career. So when I said to him ‘How about going on centre court and tossing the coin for Federer?’ he didn’t hesitate, and I think he said that that made him get a little bit closer to his ambition of winning the Wimbledon title, but he is one of our kids that have made it through and it's fantastic. Jade, I wonder if you would just give your story very briefly, thank you.

Jade:  Luckily for me, mine wasn’t as bad that.  I actually got screened by CRY within the FA at Loughborough University and found that I'd actually – further tests after that they found I had two holes in my heart which obviously further on in life could have proven difficult.  After that I got skipped through many NHS procedures and over a month later I'd had the operation and I was out back to full training and three months ago just competed in the Women’s European Championships and won it. [Applause and cheering].  

Alison Cox:  She did say she played football didn’t she? [Laughter]. Fantastic, thank you very much.  [Applause]

Danii:  I am terribly nervous [Ahhh]. If it wasn’t for CRY helping my mum get me and my sister Laura tested then I very much don’t think that we would be here today. We were tested for about two years and found to have Long QT Syndrome, and then at the ages of 14 and 10 we were fitted with implanted defibrillators, and so far we’ve been okay. But if it wasn’t for CRY I really do think that we wouldn’t be here, and if I wasn’t here now neither would my two children [Ahhh] who are currently being tested, and so far they’re okay [Applause].

Alison Cox:  That’s the first time Danii you’ve spoken isn’t it? We’ve had Laura speaking several times but you’ve been busy having babies [Laughter], but Rebecca last year spoke to you about having babies, so when people say ‘what sort of a life can we have, is our life really over?’, I always quote these two who I know so well, and that they’ve both had two babies now and my gosh don’t they look fantastic [Laughs]. So these are all our kids, please do talk to them, I don’t know if they’re all up here, I have a feeling a few are lurking and not quite made it, some of them get a bit shy and I know I can look at one or two right now Emma Jackson [Laughter] as you’re milling around do say hello, they really do enjoy talking about what happened to them. You might think it's an odd thing to be talking about, but do ask them. This is what we’re about. This is the transition we want. We don’t want the scales to down here with the bereaved we want the scales to up there with the bereaved and down here, weighed down, with those that are diagnosed. Until we find a cure that will be the next thing. So thank you very much, thank you for coming, you look absolutely fabulous.  [Applause]

Roger: Thank you very much. There are something like 17 bars in this building and unfortunately we’ve all been standing here for over an hour without a drink, now is the time to eat, drink and meet people.  Enjoy the evening, thank you very much indeed [Applause]
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