Speeches - Launch of CRY Centre for Cardiac Pathology


Alison Cox:  One thing I didn’t mention and I think I should be more specific is we have a lot of families here tonight, we also of course have a lot of the friends of the Hunters and of course a lot of the friends of Simon Halliday, and between them, what I also didn’t say, I talked about Simon’s fundraising one week, but they’ve raised just under half a million pounds, £450,000 in total, which is why we feel confident that we’re going to be able to carry on funding, particularly the coroner’s referrals for some time.  I would like to ask Simon please to just say a few words now. We were going to have Professor Roger Boyle who is the National Clinical Director for Heart Disease and Stroke, he’s been a great supporter of CRY and he’s on the Chair of the Implementation Board that we’re on to drive forward the whole chapter on sudden cardiac death that’s Chapter 8 in the National Service Framework. Simon of course is known to so many of you here and has spearheaded this whole development of this unique initiative as a tribute to Howard and Sebastian.

Simon Halliday:  Thanks very much Alison.  Can I just start first of all by reading a brief point from Professor Roger Boyle who is as you know the National Clinical Director for Heart Disease and Stroke is unable to attend tonight and he says ‘I am delighted to give my support to the Cardiac Risk in the Young Centre for Cardiac Pathology at the Royal Brompton Hospital. I've had the pleasure of working with Alison and her colleagues at CRY and Mary Sheppard for many years now and have always admired their professionalism and dedication. What has really impressed me, as it has many others, is the sensitivity and understanding they show in an areas that can, and does, devastate people’s lives. The Cry Centre for Cardiac Pathology brings together these extraordinary people and these rare qualities. The centre will build on the good work already done to understand these complex familial conditions, and through this help ensure that the right information, advice, care and treatment and support are offered to those that need it.  I wish the centre my very best wishes for the future’. 

And it’s a great privilege for me to speak here tonight on behalf of many people who dragged their bodies around the half marathon course at Bath a couple of years ago, and not just a load of ex-rugby players who had no right to be there, and haven’t recovered since and nor have I (laughter) and a number of others, I think it was something like 70 in total, and it was an amazing day to raise awareness for CRY and importantly to raise money for this centre, and I think when I look back at that day it was really the start of something as far as I was concerned in terms of turning, as so many CRY families do, their grief into something really, really positive.  And it seems a long time ago now when I was on that rugby pitch and when Howard died and also when Sebastian died to meet with Stephanie and Rupert and talk about how rugby could help. So that wasn’t the reason they died, you know, we all realised that we had a duty to go and raise awareness for the charity and the good things it was doing.  So rugby started along the way, we do screen a small number of rugby athletes at the national level, and now its our job to take it into the community and at the reception I was at last week where CRY set up an initiative together with the Football Association for voluntary screening, I realised how much further rugby can go with this and I think I've taken away a renewed passion to get back into the rugby union and say okay, you’re doing a small number of people, how about taking it into the junior clubs and the schools and taking it onto another level.  

And last week also I was talking to Mary Sheppard about this charity and the amazing people within it and for me its how tangible it is that it affects so many people in a sort of tragic sudden way and the way that they take that and turn it into something positive I think its absolutely incredible, and for me sets it out amongst the number of charities that exist and that we all perhaps know more about. And this is what its about, its about awareness and taking it right out into the rest of the country at all levels and making people understand that for the sake of a screening test they can save someone’s life. And whilst that’s still out there and still to do we’ve got to keep going. And I think that’s what I take away from this. This is a start, its going to allow Mary to do an awful lot, but it can only be the beginning so I’ll do my bit for rugby and I'm sure all of you will go back out and tell a load more people what’s going on and try and bring that awareness up to another level and raise some more money, and who knows, perhaps I’ll even run another half marathon, or even a marathon (laughter). So thank you very much and thanks Alison (applause)

Alison Cox:  And it was after that Bath Half wasn’t it, that I asked you to be a patron, and thank you for that Simon, and also to thank our patrons that are here this evening, and that is Andy Scott, professional footballer, Mark Cox a tennis player and Jeremy Bates, both tennis players, and of course Sir Clive that you’ll be hearing from in a moment.  

